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Foreword 

 
 
The Kingdom of the Netherlands is a multitalented country in terms of 
sports, whether it are teamsports like soccer and field hockey or         
individual ones like cycling, tennis or ice skating, it is always very       
impressive to see what our athletes are able to achieve. In the United 
Arab Emirates, they are also quite keen on growing sports and organize 
many events to stimulate an increased participation in sports. This is re-
flected in events such as the Dubai Fitness Challenge, or the Dubai Ride, 
where the main road through the city, Sheikh Zayed Road, is closed for 
traffic to enable everyone to cycle up to 14km. But also more profession-
al events such as the T20 Cricket World Cup, the Dubai Rugby Sevens, or 
the UAE Cycling Tour. The UAE has grown into a hub for sports in much 
the same way that it has grown into a hub for business. We thus also see 
many Dutch companies active in sports here, from developing stadiums 
to   producing artificial grass. We look forward to welcoming you to the 
UAE and help you connect your business to the UAE sports sector. 
 
 
Dr. Carel Richter  
Consul General in Dubai and Commissioner General Expo 2020 
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Foreword Orange Sports Forum 

 

 

Thanks to the increasing awareness of the social and economic impact of 
sport, the Expo in Dubai offers an excellent platform to present the      
Netherlands during the NL Sports Week. The COVID-19 pandemic has also 
emphasized the importance of sport, which means that there are currently 
many challenges and opportunities in the field of sport and vitality. The 
Netherlands is known worldwide for its international sports successes and 
the Netherlands has a lot to offer in the field of both top sport and      
recreational sports.  
 
Orange Sports Forum has therefore taken the initiative to organize a NL 
Sports Week. Together with the Netherlands "Expo team", the Consulate 
General in Dubai, the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO),              
Sportinnovator, NLinBusiness and Knowledge Center for Sports & Physical 
Activity.  
 
During the NL Sports Week, a program will be organized from 12 until 16 
December, giving Dutch sports-related companies the opportunity to    
present themselves and come in contact with relevant stakeholders, to 
build long-lasting relationships.  
 
The programming will be in line with the general theme of the Expo, but 
certainly also with the theme of the Netherlands Pavilion, 'Water, Energy, 
Food'. Thereôll be several business meetings, matchmaking, seminars,  
demonstrations, clinics, workshops and company visits. All related to 
sports, innovation and vitality.  
 
With this booklet, weôre pleased to introduce the Dutch delegation and our 
partners. Feel free to contact the organisations before, during or after the 
NL Sports Week.  
 
Thank you and weôre looking forward to the NL Sports Week and beyond! 
 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Orange Sports Forum 
Camil Smeulders, John van de Laar & Rick Sleegers 
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Orange Sports Forum 

Company  Orange Sports Forum  

Contact Mr. Camil Smeulders Mr. John van de Laar Mr. Rick Sleegers 

Position Board member Board member International Affairs 

E-mail c.smeulders@orangesportsforum.com j.van.de.laar@orangesportsforum.com r.sleegers@orangesportsforum.com 

Phone +31 6 46 09 57 38 +31 6 53 63 45 94 +31 6 20 39 92 05 

Website www.orangesportsforum.com   &   www.hollandsportsindustry.com  

Address Torenallee 3, 5617 BA Eindhoven, The Netherlands  

 

OSF is a platform for the international promotion of companies, organizations and 

institutions that have a connection with Dutch sport. It involves 

'hardware' (infrastructure, accommodation, financing and advice) and 

'software' (training, coaching, nutrition, education, sports marketing). One of OSFôs 

most important roles is to identify opportunities in and for other countries and to 

provide a platform that allows Dutch companies, organisations and institutes to 

come into contact with parties from foreign countries.  

OSF brings Dutch companies and institutions into contact with potential partners 

and customers abroad and vice versa. OSFôs network currently consists of more 

than 300 companies and institutions. In addition, OSF works closely with the Dutch 

government and foreign missions (embassies and consulates). Ultimately, this will 

lead to the optimal use of opportunities abroad.   

Camil Smeulders Rick Sleegers 


